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her standard of living. But yet one of the pavilions
of the Swiss National Exhibition at Zurich in the
summer of 1939 bore a courageous retort to the cries
from'next door; "Switzerland," it read, "a country
without colonies and without raw materials, owes its
prosperity to the industry and concord of its people."
The Swiss themselves flocked to the Zurich Exhibi-
tion, but the hopes that it would attract foreign
tourists on a large scale were doomed to disappoint-
ment. German tourists to Switzerland had long ago
fallen off on account of currency difficulties now, but
after the depreciation of the Swiss franc, British,
Dutch and other visitors had made up for them. The
international tension in 1939, however, kept many
people at home, and the Swiss had to resign themselves
to the losses involved.
On the whole, Swiss self-confidence was undoubt-
edly growing. In July came two significant verdicts
in the courts. In Berne a Leftist weekly. Die Nation,
won a case against a Frontist officer named Maag, a
verdict which vindicated the freedom of the press.
And in Zurich, Zander1 and a number of his associates
were convicted by Dr. Strebel, according to recent
legislation of June 1936 and December 1938, on
account of their intrigues in Germany; further, the
trial had made clear that they had a mere handful of
followers in Switzerland itself. Feeling against Italy
was rising too, both on account of the South Tyrolese
affair and because Mussolini now banned Swiss news-
papers like the 'Bund and the Neue Ziircher Zeitung, which
had sometimes shown sympathy for Italy, for instance
in the days of the Abyssinian War. Meanwhile Swiss
1 See above, p. 290.